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A CAMPAIGN FOR ST. ISIDORE’S CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER

freqUeNtlY asked qUestioNs

W

e recently completed a planning
study to determine whether
we were ready to move forward with
a capital campaign. Our dream
is to build a new chapel, renovate
the Student Center, and build a
new rectory. That study provided
an excellent forum for participants
to raise questions about St. Isidore’s
Catholic Student Center, our vision for the
future, and our plans for this project. We have compiled some of the
more frequently asked questions which arose during the study and
shared them here, along with our answers. We want to ensure that
everyone is informed and educated about our upcoming campaign
and why it makes sense to move forward at this time.
– Fr. Gale
Why are we buildiNg a New chapel
iNstead of just addiNg oNto the
existiNg chapel?
We gave serious consideration to the idea of adding onto the
chapel. But after an analysis was done to determine which walls
could be saved and which walls would need to be removed to
allow for expansion, we determined it makes more sense to tear
down the existing chapel and build a new structure. The cost
difference is minimal, and this approach allows us to design and
construct the new chapel without the constraints
of incorporating parts of old walls. A new
design will also allow the chapel to be
built on the same grade as the student
center. This will eliminate the steps
up to the chapel from the student
center making it more accessible
for all.

Why are we reNovating the StudeNt
CeNter?

Newman Hall is used for a variety of student activities that often
exceed the limits of its capacity. Our weekly “Dollar Dinner”,
where students enjoy a Sunday evening meal for $1, consistently
overflows into adjoining rooms and RCIA classes barely fit. The
kitchen is cramped, and the appliances are old. The renovation of
the Student Center will allow us to expand Newman Hall to create
space for more students and build a new kitchen with updated
appliances and a more user-friendly design. With the addition of
FOCUS missionaries on campus, we have also seen an increased
number of students participating in bible studies. The renovation
will provide more space for these meetings. Other proposed
changes to the Student Center will change the layout of the offices
and create a more welcoming area for students to gather.
Do the atteNdaNce treNds support
buildiNg a larger chapel?

We consistently have Sunday Masses that exceed the capacity of
the chapel and require participants to watch Mass on TVs in the
student center. Our goal is to bring everyone who attends Mass into
the main sanctuary. Participation is growing at St. Isidore’s. Mass
attendance is up and student participation in activities is increasing.
Additionally, many Catholics on campus remain unreached; about
65% of Catholic K-State students do not regularly attend
St. Isidore’s. Through the addition of FOCUS missionaries and
other efforts, we are increasing campus outreach; there is a great
number of students to be served.

freqUeNtlY asked qUestioNs
W i l l a N y o f t h e c u r r e N t s tat u e s /
decoratioNs/furNishiNgs be utilized iN
the New chapel?

The existing chapel has beautiful stained-glass windows that will be
incorporated into the design of the new chapel. In addition, the main
crucifix and the marble behind the altar will be used in the new chapel.
Why are we buildiNg a New rectory?

The current rectory is situated on the west side, above the existing
chapel. Any expansion to the chapel must be to the west, necessitating
the removal of the current rectory. A new rectory will be built on
St. Isidore’s property to the west of the Student Center.
The total cost of this project seems high.
Are we beiNg prudeNt with the plaNs?

During the planning process for this project a comprehensive survey
was done among students and permanent parishioners to analyze the
needs of St. Isidore’s Catholic Student Center now and into the future.
We also looked at other Newman Centers to see what they have done
to attract and serve the students at their respective universities. We
have tried to balance the identified needs with a cost structure that is
attainable. Our intent is to build a chapel that exemplifies the beauty
that a house of God should contain, a chapel that will draw students to
St. Isidore’s and inspire them to participate in the sacraments. We want
to be able to accommodate all participants inside the sanctuary and
eliminate overflow into the Student Center. Along with that, we need
to update the infrastructure and design of the Student Center, most of
which was built in 1963, to bring it up to current standards and improve
its ability to serve the needs of our students now and in the future.
Have you coNsidered the future cost of
maiNteNaNce aNd repairs to a larger
buildiNg?

As part of our planning, we have allocated a significant amount of
money to be held in a fund to maintain the entire St. Isidore’s property
and provide back-up funds for needed repairs. A new, more efficient
HVAC system will be installed in the new chapel and in the renovated
Student Center. Efficiencies gained with those systems will help offset
the cost of heating and cooling the additional square feet of space.

how caN i help?
Pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit and for the
success of the Home Away from Home campaign.
We need many volunteers to assist with the campaign
and visit with other supporters. If you can serve in
that role, please call the office at 785.539.7496.

What kiNd of support will the SaliNa
Diocese provide this project?

The Diocese of Salina, including Bishop Vincke, is very supportive
of this initiative to build a new chapel and improve the Student
Center. They clearly understand the important role that St. Isidore’s
plays in maintaining, growing, and deepening the faith of college
students. The impact of St. Isidore’s is not limited to the K-State and
Manhattan communities, but reaches throughout Kansas, the US, and
internationally as students take what they have received and move into
the world. While the Diocese cannot provide financial support for this
project, they will continue to support the mission of St. Isidore’s and
provide assistance in many other ways.
Will my pledge be legally biNding? Will it
be coNfideNtial?

A pledge is not legally binding, but it should be a gift that you consider
to be meaningful. We ask that you do your best to fulfill your pledge
and advise the student center office of any financial changes that will
impact your commitment. All pledges will be kept confidential within
the business office.

Who will be asked to support this effort?

We will ask all St. Isidore’s permanent parishioners, alumni, parents
of students, parents of past students and other supporters, locally
and nationally, to consider a campaign commitment. We hope that
everyone who has been associated with St. Isidore’s will understand the
significance of this campaign and accept the responsibility of sacrificially
participating in the effort.

IN ALL OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

Offer your support. We will ask everyone to
consider a financial gift. You will receive more
information in the coming months which will
explain how you can invest in this campaign
and contribute to the future of
St. Isidore's Catholic Student Center.

